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I YAY: Oxford Word Power Dictionary]

(The Encyclopedia Americana)o,laddls -1y LIS »!

dn its broadest sense, is the part of the cu/?ure,
customs, and beliefs of a society that is based on
Popular tradition. It is produced by the community
and is usually transmitted orally or by demonstration.
In addition to folk- tales and poetry-the principal
subjects treated in this article-folklore includes arts and
skills and music and dance.,)
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For most of this century and the last, folklore

has referred to those products of the human spirit
created outsied the written record and kept alive by
oral transmission. It includes folk song and folktale,

passed on to participatory audiences by an active
tradition-bearer @ grand-parent a sea chanteyman, an
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Appalachian singer, a Negro with a repertory of blues or
spirituals); folk dance, practiced in a group with ancient
choreography and untutored leaders; folk plays and
ancient tituals; traditional rules for stacking hay, for
planting corn by the light of the moon, for building
canals, or for decorating barns with hex singns; folk
medicine; and weather lore,
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Rich national and international resources have been used in

writing this book, Pashto department of Language and Literature
Jaculty of Nangarhar University has confirmed the accuracy of the
book and acknowledged the effort.

I hope this book, proves handy to Afghan and foreign students,
who are Reen to learn about Pashto folklore, as far as introduction of
Folklore and Folkloric literature go.

Sincerely
Muhammad Dawood Wafa
Jalalabad
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Introduction

This book, is about Pashto language’s folklore. Pashto is an
Arianic language which is closely related with Indo-Arianic and
Indo-European languages. Pashto is Pashtun tribe’s language and
this tribe has been Rept busy in war by either themselves or outsiders;
this tribe has been Rept away from civil, social, political, economic
and cultural development, therefore it has rich folkloric literature.
Eastern and western world confirmed in researches that Pashto has
richer and handier folklore in the region as compared to other
languages.

In the recent past, folklore is being studied as a professional
subject in Afghan Universities but did not have a suitable lecture
book, Despite the fact that many Afghan and Foreign researchers
conducted researches in _folRlore, no organized lecture book was made
of these researches.

Author of this book, has had the obligation to teach this subject
for many years and now due to motivation of the university
administration and students, the author finally succeeded to write a
book,

Apart_from introduction to folklore in which eastern and western
researchers’ opinions have also been discussed, Pashto’s versified and
prosaic folRlore, especially, those areas that are treated as [iterature
have also been introduced in an organized and sequent manner.

A good characteristic of this is that it discusses recent and former
researches and opinions about folklore in details. Pieces, which had
no or little ground in folklore and folkloric literature, are discussed
and uncovered in details in this book, which could be proved
interesting to students and public readers.

This book has four units: first unit presents theoretical materials
of folklore, second unit discusses common versified genres, third unit
covers specified versified genres and fourth unit illustrates prosaic
genres.

YAY
www.sikardam.com



Pashto
Folklore Guide

Mohammad Daweaod Wafa

)5 — (035 2aTB (593318
REVPA TS

Derigned by: Abdul Hadi Rrar




